
  THE GREAT MIGRATION

The Great Migration differed
from previous migrations in
that it was a movement
directly from the rural South to
the urban North. Railroads and
black sleeping car porters were
an important link between
rural black communities and
northern cities. Pullman
porters on the Illinois Central
Railroad distributed the
Chicago Defender, a black
newspaper, on their trips south
and facilitated the migration of
fellow blacks to Chicago. In
the cities of the North, vast
black ghettos appeared.
Chicago's black population
grew from 44,000 in 1910 to
110,000 in 1920.

Not all northerners welcomed
the migrants, and white
violence against blacks
became common. Major race
riots occurred, as in East St.
Louis in 1917, when white
rioters killed thirty-nine
African-Americans. There
were more than twenty major
race riots in 1919. In Chicago
a riot turned into a race war, as
black workers and returned
veterans fought back. After
five days, federal troops were
called in; twenty-three blacks
and fifteen whites were dead.
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